11th Grade English Language and Composition Summer Reading Assignment

11th Grade English students will complete the assignment below. Please pay attention to which parts of the assignment are for AP students only and for Honors students.

Choose a book where the author’s intention isn’t just to tell a story, but to convince their readers of a specific point or share their point of view on a particular question or topic. Then complete the questions below for the book you chose.

Suggested works:
1. Animal Farm by George Orwell
2. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
3. The Things They Carried by Tim O’ Brien
4. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
5. This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen! by Tadeusz Borowski
6. A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah
7. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
8. Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by In America by Barbara Ehrenreich
9. Stolen Focus: Why You Can’t Pay Attention—and How to Think Deeply Again by Johann Hari
10. The Anthropocene Reviewed by John Green

You may read books not on the above list with teacher approval.

Be sure to label and number each of the following sections of your assignment. You do not have to copy the questions or directions. Obey the word counts. 

All Incoming 11th Grade students:
Answer the following questions in full paragraphs (100-150 words each). Use specific examples from the text to help you explain your answers.
1. Who is the audience that the author has in mind for each work? How can you tell?
2. What lessons did the author intend to teach with their work? How can you tell?
3. What struck you as interesting, unusual, or innovative about the way the author writes? What made their style unique or different?
4. What about the topic was new to you? What did the author present in a way you hadn’t considered before?
5. What questions do you have for the author after completing the text? Why do you have these questions?

AP Student Additional Questions. 
Please answer in full paragraphs (about 200 words)
6. What connections do you see between your chosen text and any others you have read before? Explain.
7. What is something you believe the author of your book could have added or considered to make their point more convincing or compelling?
8. Were there any aspects of the book you disagree with or think the author is presenting incorrectly? If so, explain. If not, what do you think the author’s most controversial point is (i.e. what do you agree with that others probably don’t?)
9. To what extent is the author’s point relevant to today’s world or today’s people? Explain.
10. Who do you think should read this text? Explain why and what benefit they may get from it.
