English 12 Summer Reading Assignment

Choose a book to read in its entirety. Annotate the book and complete the Data Chart. There is an attached article to help with annotations. These annotations can be on sticky notes, notebook paper, or written in the book itself, but they WILL be checked. See the Annotation Cheat Sheet for ways to get started.

Reading List: Choose ONE to read. You may also choose a different work by one of the listed authors OR a fictional work of equal literary merit instead. You will be using this book on our first in-class writing assignment at the beginning of the year, so choose carefully!



Beloved by Toni Morrison
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
King Lear by William Shakespeare
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston
The Round House by Louise Erdrich
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
Obasan by Joy Kogawa
God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tam
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens
Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
Kindred by Octavia Butler
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Washington Black by Esi Edugyan
James by Percival Everett
Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue
Annie John by Jamaica Kinkaid
The Farming of Bones by Edwidge Danticat
The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi
Atonement by Ian McEwan
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams
A Tale for the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki
Bread Givers by Anzia Yezierska 
There There by Tommy Orange
Fabulation, or the Re-education of Undine by Lynn Nottage



Annotation Cheat Sheet
Read the attached essay on annotation by Mortimer J. Adler. The following can also help you figure out what to take note of in your book. You may not find all of them, but these are a great place to start. Remember, you can highlight, circle, scribble, or mark up your book however you like, or you can write these on separate pieces of paper.
1. Mark sentences that stand out to you. Was there a sentence that made you stop, that particularly struck you, that gave you chills or made you think? Mark it.
2. Mark new words. Are there words you haven’t read before? Does the author use words in new ways? Are there words you had to use context clues to figure out? Mark it.
3. Mark repetition. Is there a word used all the time? An image that keeps coming up? A symbol that reoccurs? A phrase a character keeps saying? An idea that characters keep repeating? Mark it.
4. Mark important moments. Is there a point where the characters learn something new? Is there a point where important information is revealed? Is there a moment that changes everything? Is there somewhere that foreshadowing finally comes to fruition? Mark it.
5. Mark shifts. Does the tone change? Does a character make a significant change, either for the better or for the worse? Do relationships change? Mark it.
6. Mark emotions. Did you feel something for the characters? Does the author say something that hits home for you? Did you learn something? Did anything make you angry? Mark it.

Data Chart

	Book Title and Author


	Date of Publication
	Country of Publication

	Plot Summary




	Important Characters
Include the protagonist, antagonist (if a person), and any important secondary characters

	Name
	Role
	Important Characteristics

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






	Literary Elements
Include both examples and the significance of each to the story.

	Themes
	Images
	Setting

	Motifs
	Symbols
	Figurative Language





	Important Quotations
Include both the quote and its importance within the novel

	Quote
	Significance

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



